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President’s Report

by Gary Children, President MWR

Well another year has come and gone. Hopefully you
and your family enjoyed the Christmas season. The
region election has passed and | hope you voted.
This is your region, so let your voice be heard.

The SCWD put on another rail school in January.
This is one way a division helps educate the
community by showing everything that’s done in the
hobby. Good job SCWD!

This year the WISE division did a rail photo shot
with a clinic and small portable layouts and how to
use your cameras. There was also a clinic in building
a Lionel layout in the basement that is four years in
the making. It was nice to see something other than
HO gauge. This is what model railroading is all
about. Thanks to the WISE division.

I will be with the Badgerland Scales during the Mad
City show in the information booth. Stop in and say
hello. If I am not there I will be at the SCWD
NMRA booth with the Superintendent Paul Mangan.
Bring someone new with you and Paul and I will talk
either him or her about why they should join the
NMRA.

There will be two shows in March this year. The Fox
Valley show will be March 15" and 16™ at Harper
College Sport Center in Palatine, IL and the Rock
River Valley show will be at Jefferson High School.
These will be very good shows so please try and
attend at least one of them. Also, on April 26™ and
27" the WLD will have a show called Title Town
Railroad Show. If you can’t get to the March shows,
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this one will prove to be worth the trip. The North
Shore Western division had their show in December.
They set up their modular layout display at the
Glenview Public Library. The region convention will
be held in Waupaca this year from May 9" through
the 11" at the Best Western Grand Seasons Hotel. |
certainly hope to see you there.

If anyone is at a railroad crossing and a pink box car
comes through, you are not seeing things. The
WSOR Railroad painted a 50 foot double door box
car No. 503196 for making strides against cancer.

I model the Wisconsin Central Southern and Santa
Fe in S scale. 1 did the three military cars and the
safety car that WSOR did. They also did a pink box
car. This goes back to the Lionel train in 1956 |
believe. Lionel, eat your heart out.

On a more serious note, | went down to the Fox
Valley division to help out with their new chair
division for AP awards. I spent time helping several
board members learn how to do the AP program
including how to issue merit awards as well as
recruiting and training several new local division
contest judges. This was a great thing for me to help
with something this important. Jim Landwehr is the
new AP Trainmaster for the division and is busy
with both encouraging new Golden Spike
applications and shooting for two new MMR
appointments from the Fox Valley division
membership this year. He is teamed up with Marc
Preussler and is actively keeping the AP paperwork
process flowing. | thank Jim Osborn for this part of
the report. Jim is also the new region web master. |
also thank Randy for all of his hard work on the
website and the work he does as vice president of the
region and superintendent of the WLD division.
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I heard a story that there is a larger group from
Madison than Milwaukee is going to the national
convention in Anaheim. We hope these people can
handle us. If you are there, please stop in at the 2010
Convention booth for Milwaukee. Remember model
railroading is fun!

®

CIRROPS ’08: A Railroad

Operations Weekend in
Indianapolis

The Central Indiana Railroad Operators (CIRROPS),
in conjunction with the Central Indiana Division
(CID) of the Midwest Region, NMRA, will host
CIRROPS ’08: A Model Railroad Operations
Weekend. The CIRROPS *08 Operations Weekend
will be held in Indianapolis on April 4 - 6, 2008.

CIRROPS ’08 will follow the successful pattern
used by the Three Rivers OPSIG weekends (Ft
Wayne) as well as the Southeast Michigan Prototype
Operators weekends (Detroit) of offering four
operating sessions during a weekend (one on Friday
evening, two on Saturday, and one on Sunday
morning). This operations weekend will include
layouts in the Indianapolis metropolitan area as well
as ones from the Lafayette, Bloomington, and
Muncie, Indiana areas. The decision to host an
operations weekend was made based on a desire to
further the operations aspect of our hobby and to
reciprocate to the layout owners in Chicago, Ft.
Wayne, Detroit, and other locations who have
graciously hosted CID members in the past.

Midwest region members interested in learning more
about prototype model railroad operations are
encouraged to participate in CIRROPS ’08.
Registration will open January 7, 2008. For more
information go to www.cirrops.org or send an email
to info@cirrops.org to be added to the mailing list.
Registration will be available on the above web site.
Those without internet access may call Steve
Johnson at 317-435-8869.
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For more information about model railroad
operations, join the CIRROPS Yahoo discussion
group. The CIRROPS Yahoo group is an informal
association of model railroaders from the central
Indiana area interested in prototype model railroad
operations. Learn about upcoming railroad operating
sessions in your area and engage in discussions
about model railroad operations by joining the
CIRROPS Yahoo group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cirrops.

Members of the CIRROPS ’08 organizing
committee are Bob Lehnen, Midwest Region
director-at-large (chair), Keith Clark, Steve Johnson,
Al Kohut, Stan Krasienko, John Munson, Larry
Swanson, and Pat Sweeney.

®

Region AP News

by Marv Preussler-MWR AP MANAGER

There has been a lot of activity by our members
recently. The following is a list of certificates that
were earned in the last couple of months:

Golden Spike Awards went to the following folks:
Jim McQueeny-Rockford, IL

David Crement- Carpentersville, IL

Jim Landwehr- Arlington Heights, IL

James Osborn- McHenry, IL

Achievement Program Certificates Earned:
Donald Cook- Waukegan, IL — Volunteer-
MWR # 807

David Leider-Prospect Heights, IL - Scenery-
MWR # 808

David Leider- Prospect Heights, IL- Prototype
Models MWR # 809

David Leider- Prospect Heights, IL - Structures
MWR # 810

Ronald Lane- Columbus, IN Electrical
MWR # 811
Jim McQueeny- Rockford, IL Electrical
MWR # 812

Congratulations to all those earning awards and
certificates. Keep up the good work!
®
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Division Schedule

For schedules go to individual Division websites
located at:
www.mwr-nmra.org/divisions/divisionindex.html
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Waybill Advertising

The deadlines for camera ready ads are the same
as the copy deadlines stated elsewhere, (please
submit by e-mail in MS Word or .jpg format). If
you need ad composition, contact the Waybill
editor. We accept only Railroad related ads.

Advertising rates are:

Yearly or Per Issue

Full page $100.00 $35.
Half page 75.00 25.
Quarter page 50.00 20.
Business Card size 25.00 15.

Please make checks payable to MWR, and mail to:
Bob Sherman
3705 Yukon Rd Unit D,
Brookfield W1 53045

Waybill Subscriptions

Electronic Delivery

Send an e-mail to: mwrsecy@comcast.net
with your name, e-mail address, NMRA
number and division. Use “Electronic
Delivery Subscription” as the subject of your
e-mail. Or, if you are reporting a change of e-
mail address, use “E-Mail Address Change”
as the subject of your e-mail.

Mail Subscriptions

Subscribe for one or two years when you join
the NMRA or renew your member-ship. A
one-year subscription is $6.00; a two-year
subscription is $12.00. New and renewal
membership forms are available from the
membership coor-dinator for your Division or
from the NMRA website at
http://www.nmra.org/. The website offers both
online and mail-in options.

For more information about electronic
delivery and regular mail subscriptions, visit
the Midwest Region website at
http://www.mwr-nmra.org/.
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Midwest Region Officers, Directors and Committee Chairmen as of Feb. 1, 2008

Officers

President (1)

Gary Children

2135 S 95th St

West Allis WI 53227
(414) 327-1666
csuperchief20@aol.c
om,

Vice President
Randy Williamson
5929 Lakeview Rd
Larsen WI 54947
(920) 836-3211
pennsy@centurytel.
net,

Secretary (2)
Bert Lattan

145 Heathrow Ct
Lake Bluff IL 60044
(847) 295-7959
mwrsecy@comcast.n

et

Treasurer

Bryan Lemonds
6325 Bent Pine Dr
Bloomington, IN
47408

(812) 334-8841
Bklemonds@att.net

Immediate Past
President

Richard Cecil

3131 N Cramer St
Milwaukee W1 53211
(414) 332-3729
thececil@sbcglobal.n
et

Directors-at-
Large

Term Expires 2008 ,
Sean Lamb

6218 Birch Hill Dr
Madison WI 53711
(608) 271-9756
slambo@tds.net,

Bob Lehnen

6260 N Chester Ave
Indianapolis, IN
46220

(317) 253-6569
rlehnen@comcast.net,

Dave Poquette

5665 N Bay Ridge
Ave

Whitefish Bay WI
53217

(414) 906-0678
dpoguette@wi.rr.com

Roger Wurtzel
910 Chandler Ave
Plover WI 54467
(715) 343-2776
rogini@charter.net

Term Expires 2009 ,
Bill Litkenhous

2509 Windwood Dr
Bedford IN 47421
(812) 275-3634
mrlit@insightbb.com,

Chris Roeben

3015 Union St, Apt 4
Madison WI 53714
(608) 819-8365
croeben@charter.net

James Wise

3207 N Sheridan Rd
Peoria, IL 61604
(309) 682-8595
mailto:alwise5@mind

Committee
Chairmen

Achievement
Program (3)

Marv Preussler

2519 Henry St
Sheboygan W1 53081
(920) 803-9668
mpreussler@milwpc.
com

Audit

Richard Sweet

11 Park Place Cir
HawthornWoods IL
60047

(847) 550-1399

rsweet@pactiv.com

Clinic Clearing
House

Mike Hurlburt
N7242 Country Side
Ln

Elkhorn WI 53121
(262) 742-3112
tngr@genevaonline.c
om

Convention

Reid Kahrs

286 Woodland View
Ct

Colgate WI 53017
(262) 628-8489
rkahrs@charter.net

Education Coordinator

3)

Ross Stark

1729 Clyde Dr
Naperville IL 60565
(630) 983-1729
j_ross_stark@hotmail.c
om

Election

Don Cook

2500 10th St
Waukegan IL 60085
(847) 249-4230
dcook@att.net

Estate Counselin
Calvin Krasonya

414 E Mill St Apt 3
Plymouth WI 53073
(920) 893-9552
kcalvin@wi.rr.com

Internet

Jim Osborn

2202 Bay Oaks Drive
McHenry, IL 60051
(815) 578-8315
webmaster@mwr-
nmra.org

Long Range Planning

Richard Cecil

3131 N Cramer St
Milwaukee WI 53211
(414) 332-3729
thececil@sbcglobal.net

Membership
Ron Scharping

6145 Plymouth St
Downers Grove IL
60516

(630) 968-0157
sue_ron_scharping
@comcast.net

Nominating

Jim Spice

10141 Yorkhouse Rd
Beach Park IL 60087
(847) 662-7267
jimjet2@comcast.net

Promotions & Sp

Projects
Randy Williamson

5929 Lakeview Rd
Larsen WI 54947
(920) 836-3211
pennsy@centurytel.ne
t

Publications
Barb Rothwell

5667 Concord Dr
Fitchburg WI 53575
(608) 835-7072
waybilleditor@charte
r.net

Youth

Capt Al Nelson

1661 Atlanta Cir
Manitowoc WI 54220
(920) 682-6787

captal87@aol.com

spring.com
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Annual Meeting of Members

Best Western Grand Seasons Hotel, Waupaca, Wisconsin

Saturday, May 10, 2008

Next Board Meeting

Best Western Grand Seasons Hotel, Waupaca, Wisconsin

Sunday, May 11, 2008; 9:00 am

Mid West Region NMRA
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WSOR Santa Train

by Gary Children

I may be your region president but I also enjoy
working with full size trains. | worked with the 1003
crew with a train in Plymouth, Wisconsin on
December 14™ and 15" this past year. Jerry
Thompson and a group from Plymouth got Santa
Claus to come into Plymouth on a steam train on a
real Milwaukee Road caboose.

The train was late getting into town on that Friday
night, somewhere around 11:30 p.m. The engine had
its tender filled with water. While that was being
done, the diesel crew switched the plastic pellet cars
off the main line so the steam engine could park in
front of the depot. The previous week the Plymouth
crew (which I was a part of as well) put up
Christmas decorations around the Old Milwaukee
Road Depot. After setting 1003 up for the night, |
took some of the engine crew to hotels and got to
bed somewhere around 1:30 a.m. and then got up at
6:30 a.m. to help get some last minute things that
needed to be done.

Nearly 500 kids got to see Santa Claus. | got World
Greatest Hobby books for the kids as they left the
train. The Plymouth crew all helped in putting 12
tons of coal on the train for its return trip to the
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North Pole. In the picture you see | was keeping
people off of the crossing as 1003 returned to the
North Pole. The signals were not working and it was
snowing pretty hard. Marv Preussler took the picture.

Mark your calendars for December 13, 2008,
because Santa is coming back to town. | will again
be working with the crew and would love for you to
stop by and say hello.

®

High Wheeler 08

Model Train Show

Saturday & Sunday

March 15 & 16
9:00 am ‘til 5:00 pm
Harper College Sports Center

Algonquin & Roselle Roads
Palatine, lllinois

All Scales Represented
,.,/'" m Operating Layouts
a0 5"\( A Hobby Shops
S A" Whaiic Distributors
ﬂ\L ™ Manufacturers
- Technical Groups
i Historical Societies
High Wheeler ‘08 3
is sponsored by the ""Inns
Fox Valley Division Snack Bar
Mational Model Railroad Door Prizes
Association -
www.foxvalleydivision.org ; Free pl"kl!lg!!
s Handicap Accessible
.fm}-,
IW/ Adults & teens............ $7.00
Seniors 65 & over....... $6.00
Not a Swap Meet Ages S5thru12............ $2.00

or Flea Market Under 5 years of age... Free

®

Congratulations to the RRVD
celebrating their 40" years.

Mid West Region NMRA



Interlocking safety
circuit for a swing gate
track.

by Dave Poquette (used with swing gate described in
article byGary Hoover in Model Railroader March
1998)

Most layout owners try to avoid building a duck
under. The most obvious

reason is that it can be difficult

to navigate.

While planning my layout, | was trying to avoid a
duck under. But due to space and the ideas that were
incorporated into the layout, there was no way |
could avoid it. To make matters worse, | needed 2 of
them; one on top of each other. Part of the solution
came in the March 1998 issue of MR. Gary Hoover
showed how to build a swinging gate; the problem
was that he did not have an interlocking circuit.

After building and mounting my “gates”, as
described by Gary, | was ready to install the safety
circuit. | installed a micro switch in the “door
frame” of the gate (see figure

A). When the gate closes, the micro switch will
activate and supply power to the track.

Next, | gapped one rail 2.5 feet from the edge on
both ends. This serves as your safety track so that the
locomotive will have 2.5 feet in which to stop before
it hits the floor while the gate is open. Run a wire
from the live side of your gapped

rail to one terminal of the micro switch. Then run
two wires; one from the gapped rail and the other
from your “gapped rail side’ of your swing gate to
the other terminal of the micro switch.

Now we need a way to keep the gate closed and
provide current to the other safety track. I used all-
metal cupboard magnets for this.

This provides a good strong connection and provides
electrical current to the safety track. Connect a wire
from each side of the gate rail and wire it around the
screw on the magnet. On the layout, do the same
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thing but the wire is connected to the magnet plate.
Mount the “L” bracket so that when the gate is
closed it will support the gate and keep it from
sagging down. (see figures B and C)

Now when the gate is closed, your train will run
through and when it is open, the train will stop short.
(see figure D)

Bill of Materials for each gate:

-All metal cupboard door magnets (2)
-Micro switches with rollers (1)

-‘L’ metal rackets (1)
S '

Figure A -micro switch at swing gate

.""—l-

Figure B-Magnet Plates (wired)

Mid West Region NMRA



Figure D-Swing Gate — Closed

Swing Gate Electrical Diagram

Sty |omel Track ’—uswlngﬂnmamq—l iwrLe
L i
IE'_,"{".—
/ L_lkj
4 7 MagnetPiats
®

TRAVEL & SHIP WITH THE BEST

If you're HO scale or less!

PARKFIELD P & S SELBY R.R.

The “Bull Shipper” Line

Norm Doerner — President

Antioch, Illinois (847) 838-6657

‘ James Bernard Perske June 25th 1929 - January 30th 2008
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It’s not often that we print information
about other regions, but there
exceptions to the rules.

On January 30, 2008 one of the
founding members of the Twin Lakes
Region, James Bernard Perske, passed
away.

Jim was born on June 25, 1929, and
spent countless hours promoting the
hobby and spreading his love of trains.

Jim could usually be seen passing out
engineer certificates to young railroad
enthusiasts at train shows in the TLC

and the MWR.

Jim will truly be missed.

Mid West Region NMRA



Waupaca Rails 2008

The Winnebagoland Division invites you to travel to Waupaca and enjoy the numerous rail and non-rail related
activities that the Central Wisconsin area has to offer. Watch our website for future updates:
http://www.mwr-nmra.org/convention/waupacaflyer.pdf

Operating Sessions: (Friday May 9" 7:00 PM Start)

We will have several layouts in the Waupaca area open for operating sessions. Those registered for
operating sessions will receive confirmation of the layout they will be operating on prior to the event.

Clinics: Numerous clinics will be offered on a wide variety of subjects. Watch the website for more information
on clinic presenters.

Layout Tours: Our division is geographically spread out, and so will the layout tours. We currently have layout
open houses planned in Waupaca, Amherst, Stevens Point, Fremont and Larsen.

Contests: There will be the NMRA model and photography contests.

Awards Banquet/Auction: The banquet will be family style and held at The Best Western Grand Seasons Hotel

Auction: Midwest Region will have the annual auction after the banquet on Saturday night.

Other Events:
e On Friday afternoon, there will be a guided tour of Waupaca Foundry.
e In addition, of course, stop by the Club Car for snacks and soda and to visit with other individuals from
the region. There will be videos running in the club car during the meet.

Non-Rail: Origami boxes....learn to fold a box
Door Prizes: With your paid registration, you will be automatically entered for a chance at fabulous door prizes.

Hotel:

Our convention hotel is the Best Western Grand Seasons Hotel, which is located at the intersection of Highway
10 & 54W in Waupaca. We have a room rate of $69 single/$79.00 double per night reserved until April 8, 2008.
Please make reservations as soon as possible before that date, by calling them directly at: 1-877-880-1054.
Website: www.bestwesternwaupaca.com. Ask for the National Model Railroad Association block of rooms. The
hotel offers an indoor water park/whirlpool/sauna.

We hope that you will make “The Waupaca Rails 2008 in Waupaca a family weekend destination and take
advantage of all the activities that Waupaca & the Chain of Lakes has to offer the rail, and non-rail enthusiast.
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Tentative Schedule:

Friday, May 9% Saturday April 26th Sunday April 27th

11am - 9pm Registration 8am — 1 pm Registration 9am - 12 pm Region Board
1pm —5pm, 7pm — 10pm 8am — 12 pm Clinics Meeting

Clinics 1pm — 5pm Home Layout 1pm —4 pm Home Layout
1pm - 4pm Waupaca Tours Tours

Foundry Tour

7pm - 10pm Operating

Sessions

Waupaca Rails 2008

Registration Form:

Name Full Fare Convention Banquet
$50.00 Only $30 Only $30

Registration Totals:

Please Include your mailing address and email address so that we can contact you with updated information
regarding the meet if required. Confirmations will not be sent unless you registered for operating sessions. (This
IS to keep postage costs down.)

Street:
City, State, Zip:
Email:

Any special Dietary Requirements: (We will try to accommodate and let you know if we cannot.)

Friday Afternoon Waupaca Foundry Tour Friday Night operating sessions: Layouts will be
announced at a future date.

Please make checks to Winnebagoland Division (or WLD) and mail your registration to:
Lynn Jasch
1850 Adler Way
Green Bay, WI 54303-3303 MIDWEST
REGION
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Mad City Railshow Photos

Ken Reigle (Madison Ho Track Group) looks
over the large Saturday crowd from the
inside safety of their module layout.

Above: Our region president at his usual best
Below: Best of Show — Wisconsin & Michigan
Model RR Cliih

Above: A very happy train set winner with
show staff Hampton Rothwell.

Below: First place winners for Exhibits at the
show — really shows the gals know what their
doing.
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Division Superintendents

Calumet Central Indiana DuPage Fox Valley Illinois Terminal

Pat Mehegan Tom Cain Tim Schubert Richard Sweet Joe Rich

3601 Valparaiso St 6383 Dover Rd 1278 Oxford Ln 11 Park Place Cir 857 St Andrews Cir
Valparaiso IN 46383 Indianapolis IN 46220 Wheaton IL 60187 Hawthorn Woods IL 60047 Rantoul 1L 61866
(219) 531-0944 (317) 475-7834 (630) 690-9757 (847) 550-1399 joerich_2@mchsi.com
caseyjones999@juno.com  atsf93@comcast.net tjirr7@msn.com rsweet@pactiv.com

Ilinois Valley North Shore & Western Rock River Valley South Central Wisconsin Winnebagoland
Marion Brasher Jim Spice Don Brindle Paul Mangan Randy Williajson

425 W St Paul St 10141 Yorkhouse Rd 3159 Far Hill Rd 5187 Sun Valley Pkwy 5929 Lakeview Rd
Spring Valley IL 61362 Beach Park IL 60087 Rockford IL 61109 Oregon WI 53574 Larsen W1 54947
(815) 663-3411 (847) 662-7267 (815) 874-6095 (608) 835-9577 (920) 836-3211
valleyrndhouse@aol.com jimjet2@comcast.net donbrindle@aol.com otter22@charter.net pennsy@centurylet.net

Wisconsin Southeastern
Bob Gallegos

PO Box 240914
Milwaukee WI 53223
(414) 350-7788
dgallegos@wi.rr.com

“We Satisfy Your Addiction”

We cater to Model Railroaders by specializing in DCC, N, HO and G Gauge.
We are Factory Trained Dealers for Digitrax and Soundtraxx products.
Authorized Dealer for Digitrax, NCE, TCS, Soundtraxx, Lok Sound, QSI, and
Airwire 900 products with installation available since 1996. We also offer award
winning custom painting, model building and layout construction services.
Clinics on varied topics are typically offered every Tuesday evening and
Saturday afternoons.

EngineHouse Services, LLC

2737 N. Packerland Dr., 2H - Green Bay, WI 54303
920-490-4839
www.enginehouseservices.com
Email: sales@enginehouseservices.com
10-6 Monday-Thursday
10-7 Fridays
9:30-4 Saturdays
Closed Sundays (we play with trains too!)

Proud Supporter of the World’s Greatest Hobby!
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Introducing the
best deal in
model railroading.

+ Have easy access to one of the world's largest railroad libraries...which
includes over 100,000 prototype photos, 6,000 books, and over
50,000 modeling, prototype and historical society magazines

+ Experience the fellowship and fun of getting modeling help and
discussing the hobby with other members in your area

+ Receive reduced rates on special insurance for your layout or collection

+ Get admission to local model railroad meetings and events

+ Receive 6 monthly issues of Scale Rails magazine

+ Have access to standards information and data sheets

+ Be a part of programs like “Modeling VWith The Masters,” Pike Registry,
Estate Counseling, contests, clinics, the Achievement Program and more!

Visit www.nmra.org to see what you're missing!

H Sgraturs So much bang.
H : So few bucks.

SCWD
3015 Union St, Apt 4
Madison W1 53714
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& TRAIN GUYZ

Hank Brown

622 Oak Street

Cottage Grove WI 53527

(608) 839-4939

E-mail: trainguyz@charter.net

WE CAN MAKE YOUR MODEL RAILROAD DREAMS COME TRU

Waybill current schedule: Deadline:

Fall (September, October, November)  August 15th
Winter (December, January, February) November 10th
Spring (March, April, May) February 10th
Summer (June, July, August) May 15th

Non-Profit
Organization
Permit No 1543
US Postage Paid
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